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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Despite what adolescent health 
practitioners may assume, multiple studies 
have found that lesbian, gay, and bisexual 
(LGB) girls are more likely than heterosexual 
girls to have unprotected penile-vaginal sex, 
engage in penile-anal sex, have multiple 
sexual partners, have high risk sexual 
partners, and to get pregnant. In the face of 
these disparities, it is unknown if LGB girls 
are getting tested for STIs.

M E T H O D S

Ninety-one 14-18 year old 
cisgender females who 
identified as sexual 
minority (i.e., had a sexual 
identity other than 
exclusively heterosexual) 
and lived in the United 
States were recruited 
through Facebook and 
surveyed online in July 
2016. 

R E S U LT S

C O N C L U S I O N

It may be that LGB girls who have male partners, either exclusively or while also having 
female partners, are aware of the STI risk that penile-vaginal sex may confer and are testing 
accordingly. The higher rates of STI testing in the face of lower condom use however, may 
suggest that some LGB teens who are having sex with guys are using testing instead of 
condoms as a form of STI prevention. 

The project described is supported by Award Number TP2AH0035A from the Office of 
Adolescent Health. The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not 
necessarily represent the official views of the National Institute of Mental Health. 

Sample description:
• 29% of respondents estimated they lived 

in a lower than average income 
household. 

• 75% were White race; 11% were Hispanic 
ethnicity. 

• Two in five respondents (42%) lived in a 
suburban area, one in four (27%) lived in 
an urban area, and just under one in 
three (30%) lived in a small town or rural 
area. 
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As shown in the Figure, left, sexually 
experienced LGB girls reported equal rates of 
HIV and other STI testing. As shown above, 
STI testing was associated with the sex of 
one’s sexual partners (p<0.001).

Although not statistically significant, LGB girls 
who did not use a condom at last penile-
vaginal sex (62%) were more likely than those 
who did (35%) to have ever been tested for 
STIs (p=0.15). 

Pintrist: 
http://www.imgrum.org/user/l.g.b.t_.rights/2062572373/1027
577963578988605_2062572373


